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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 11304 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NMUC, EG, IN. LY 

SUBJECT: EGYPT AND LIBYA SEEK NUCLEAR WEAPONS TECHNOLOGY FROM 
INDIA 

IN MY CONVERSATION WITH DR. H.N. SETHNA, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
INDIAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION ON AAEUST 19 HE COMMENTED AT 
CONSIDERABLE LENGHT ON WHAT HE SEES AS THE NUCLEAR AMBITIONS 
OF EGYPT AND LIBYA. EVIDENTLY EGYPT HAS APPROACHED THEM ASKING 
INDIA, IN RETURN FOR VARIOUS CONSIDERATIONS, TO PROVIDE THE 
TECHNOLOGY THAT WOULD ENABLE THEM TO PRODUCE NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 
SETHNA WAS NOT EXPLICIT ASTO WHETHER THIS INCLUDED ROCKETRY, 

BUT IN THE COURSE OF THE CONVERSATION MADE CLEAR THAT HE ASSUMED 
THAT WE KNOW THAT INDIA MISSILE DEVELOPMENT IS WELL ADVANCED. 

HE DID NOT SAY THAT EGYPT ASKED INDIA OUTRIGHT TO PROVIDE A 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS FACTORY, AS IT WERE, ONLY THAT EGYPT ASKED 
FOR A RANGE OF INSTALLATIONS AND ASSISTANCE SUCH THAT THE ONLY 
REASONABLE CONCLUSION WAS THAT THEY DESIRED WEAPONS, A DESIRE 
THEY EVIDENTLY WERE AT NO GREAT PAINS TO CONCEAL. HE ADDED 
THAT THEY LIBYANS HAD BEEN TO SEE THEM FOR THE SAME PURPOSE. 

HE WAS EMPHATIC, HOWEVER, THAT INDIA HAS NO INTENTION OF PRO- 
VIDING EGYPT OR LIBYA WITH ANY SUCH POTENTIAL. I HOPE SO. 
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